
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2018 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2018 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic 

Forecast Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

DTW large 2010 15,336,122 15,336,122 15,336,122

DTW large 2011 15,720,133 15,720,133 15,720,133

DTW large 2012 15,676,924 15,676,924 15,676,924

DTW large 2013 15,624,114 15,624,114 15,624,114

DTW large 2014 15,776,910 15,776,910 15,776,910

DTW large 2015 16,009,736 16,009,736 16,009,736

DTW large 2016 16,768,873 16,768,873 16,768,873

DTW large 2017 16,963,574 16,963,574 16,963,574

DTW large 2018e 17,345,916 17,901,186 17,003,774

DTW large 2019 17,662,568 19,191,562 16,527,913

DTW large 2020 17,981,752 19,697,594 16,537,544

DTW large 2021 18,272,300 20,051,096 16,620,308

DTW large 2022 18,545,074 20,702,806 16,660,664

DTW large 2023 18,808,388 21,358,056 16,673,629

DTW large 2024 19,056,190 21,613,104 16,681,222

DTW large 2025 19,300,718 22,105,698 16,713,456

DTW large 2026 19,547,824 22,594,626 16,749,675

DTW large 2027 19,806,312 23,115,414 16,780,866

DTW large 2028 20,072,004 23,663,802 16,808,214

DTW large 2029 20,345,518 24,307,290 16,822,708

DTW large 2030 20,628,004 24,902,708 16,834,600

DTW large 2031 20,915,600 25,475,488 16,846,530

DTW large 2032 21,206,308 26,036,780 16,870,106

DTW large 2033 21,496,656 26,616,968 16,899,086

DTW large 2034 21,795,664 27,197,044 16,901,874

DTW large 2035 22,094,078 27,754,742 16,876,208

DTW large 2036 22,393,854 28,279,222 16,843,406

DTW large 2037 22,697,276 28,825,520 16,815,526

DTW large 2038 23,005,174 29,398,994 16,801,182

DTW large 2039 23,313,034 29,979,814 16,797,998

DTW large 2040 23,624,140 30,568,310 16,797,930

DTW large 2041 23,927,112 31,094,618 16,796,684

DTW large 2042 24,234,610 31,589,534 16,791,558

DTW large 2043 24,547,652 32,094,176 16,782,298

DTW large 2044 24,864,208 32,583,924 16,769,119

DTW large 2045 25,188,316 33,056,590 16,748,313
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

DTW large 2010 445,500 445,500 445,500

DTW large 2011 447,045 447,045 447,045

DTW large 2012 432,683 432,683 432,683

DTW large 2013 425,623 425,623 425,623

DTW large 2014 399,896 399,896 399,896

DTW large 2015 380,160 380,160 380,160

DTW large 2016 392,383 392,383 392,383

DTW large 2017 393,713 393,713 393,713

DTW large 2018 394,807 406,888 387,027

DTW large 2019 394,045 426,666 369,506

DTW large 2020 395,213 430,809 364,661

DTW large 2021 399,081 435,169 364,547

DTW large 2022 400,655 443,986 361,790

DTW large 2023 400,833 451,432 357,448

DTW large 2024 404,665 454,684 356,605

DTW large 2025 409,690 464,436 357,363

DTW large 2026 414,779 474,091 358,237

DTW large 2027 420,097 484,435 358,976

DTW large 2028 425,570 495,380 359,628

DTW large 2029 431,217 508,373 360,003

DTW large 2030 437,051 520,447 360,209

DTW large 2031 442,984 531,942 360,505

DTW large 2032 448,963 543,177 361,029

DTW large 2033 454,936 554,822 361,666

DTW large 2034 461,072 566,443 361,734

DTW large 2035 467,196 577,609 361,149

DTW large 2036 473,333 588,035 360,439

DTW large 2037 479,499 598,901 359,826

DTW large 2038 485,753 610,338 359,474

DTW large 2039 492,001 621,925 359,343

DTW large 2040 498,313 633,664 359,253

DTW large 2041 504,447 644,083 359,131

DTW large 2042 510,672 653,814 358,911

DTW large 2043 517,009 663,754 358,602

DTW large 2044 523,420 673,376 358,198

DTW large 2045 529,990 682,611 357,603
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